PRESIDENT   MASARYK   TELLS   HIS   STORY
Of course I still have frequent conferences with
our  leading  statesmen   and   ministers.   I  try  to
supervise everything, though I meddle with adminis-
trative procedure as little as possible; the Ministers
must get their own experiences just as I had to get
mine. Often, almost every day,  I say to myself:
thirty years more of peaceful, sensible, energetic
development, and our State will be secure; but I
can count on my fingers the real leaders, the men
with strength and experience, who are to carry our
country over these thirty years. The younger men,
it is true, I hardly know. I am not looking merely
for politicians but for statesmen, and of them, I
will say frankly, we have not enough to succeed
without very hard work. So we must be careful not
to discard our proved workers without cause, and
not to wear them out! We have to learn a great deal:
in the first place, we must learn to judge our Members
of Parliament, politicians, journalists, and officials
by a higher standard of statesmanship. You are not
a statesman if you do not see at least a bit of the
way before you and prepare the development of the
years to come.
Perhaps nothing i# so important, either in
politics or life, as to understand people, to recognize
the real men who are truly capable but also to see
through the false ones who without the justification
of ability try to elbow their way to the front. Every